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SUBJ: DUTCH AND GERMANS LOOK AT SPECIALIZATION POSSIBILITIES 

1. DURING NOV 5 EUROGROUP MEETING IN THE HAGUE, DUTCH AND FRG 
DEFMINS INFORMALLY DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY OF SWAPPING NATO-ASSIGNED 
TASKS AS A WAY TO BETTER UTILIZE AVAILABLE RESOURCES. STORY 
BROKE IN DUTCH PRESS NOV 11 WITH IMPLICATION THAT VREDELING- 
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POSIBIVELY ON EXCHANGE OF TASKS-GON TO TAKE OVER FRG NAVAL PATROL 
ACTIVITIES IN EXCHANGE FOR FRG ASSUMPTION OF SOME DUTCH ARMY AND 
AIR FORCE ASSIGNMENTS IN CENTRAL REGION. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, TWO MINISTERS EXPLORED IDEA OF 
DUTCH (AND UK) EVENTUALLY ASSUMING FRG NORTH ATLANTIC AND NORTH 
SEA MARITIME PATROL ACTIVITIES. CONSERVATIVE "DE TELEGRAAF" 

REPORTS THAT IDEA WAS BROACHED BY FRG DEFMIN LEBER AND THAT PLAN 
WOULD RESULT IN DUTCH NAVY ACQUIRING FOUR TO EIGHT ADDITIONAL 
FRIGATES. FRG WOULD, IN RETURN, TAKE OVER AN "IMPORTANT PART" 

OF DUTCH ARMY ASSIGNMENTS. 

3. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY A NATO DIVISION OFFICIAL IN MFA THAT 
DISCUSSION DID TAKE PLACE, BUT THAT IT NOT CLEAR TO MFA AT 
MOMENT WHAT EXACTLY WAS INVOLVED. APPARENTLY DISCUSSION WAS 
INITIATED BY VREDELING, WHO HAS LONG BEEN IN FAVOR OF GREATER 
SPECIALIZATION IN NATO, OVER LUNCH. OUR SOURCE SAYS THAT DECSION 
TO RAISE MATTER WAS VREDELING'S ALONE, AND WAS NOT STAFFED OUT 
IN ADVANCE IN MOD OR MFA. MFA, IN FACT, FIRST HEARD OF DISCUS- 
SIONS VIA ITS AMBASSADOR IN BONN WHO HAD BEEN QUERIED ON SUBJECT 
BY FRG STATE SECRETARY MANN. (MANN AND DUTCH STATE SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE STEMERDINK ARE SCHEDULED HOLD FOLLOW-UP TALKS ON 
SUBJECT NEXT WEEK). 

4. WE PLAN CHECK MATTER OUT FURTHER. AT PRESENT IT LOOKS AS IF 
THIS IS MORE AN INDICATION OF VREDELING'S PERSONAL RESTIVE- 
NESS ON ISSUE KNOWN TO BE FOREMOST ON HIS MIND THAN OF MOVE 
TOWARD FAR-REACHING VISIONS OF RATIONALIZATION. WE WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN BONN'S COMMENTS. 
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